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Babenko is a Belgian visual artist of Ukrainian descent. He grows up in an environment
permeated with Soviet propaganda. Socialist realism reigns: stately art depicting Soviet
reality in its most heroic form to portray the ultimate dream of communism as the

governing regime.

During his early school years, Babenko keeps a scrap book with the latest news from
the newspapers lzvestij and Pravda. He spends his after-school hours in drawing
school, where he is named the best painter, draftsman and lino-cutter. His artistic talent
will continue to play a crucial role in his life: on the one hand to escape reality and find
peace and quiet, on the other to decipher reality in all its complexity, in and through the

creative process.

Using gouache he makes wall newspapers in which he incorporates his experimental
photos. The small bathroom of barely five square meters functions as an improvised
dark room: photos are developed between the bath, sink, toilet and washing machine.
When someone needs to use the toilet, the folding table above the toilet is emptied to

make room for more mundane needs.

In 1986 - Babenko is 12 years old - the unthinkable happens: nuclear reactor 4 of
Chernobyl explodes. The entire family temporarily flees to North Ossetia. Despite the

difficult circumstances the stay proves to be a great source of inspiration for the artist.

The family visits the work of the painter Aivasovsky, known for his seascapes and coastal
scenes. In nature, Babenko marvels at the sight of vultures and rainbow bee-eaters, indulges in
swimming in the ice-cold Terek and dreams away at the view of the snowy peaks of the fairytale
Kazbek and Elbrus. This new, exotic world is reflected in countless drawings in his sketchbook.
Unfortunately, destruction is not far off here either. Tensions between the Ingush and Ossetians
lead to street fights and Babenko unexpectedly ends up in an offshoot of a fight. At the
residential block he is staying in, he is not only targeted as a foreigner, but also considered
deviant. With his sketchbook full of bird portraits and nature scenes, the artist personally

experiences the fighters’ stance towards the sensitive outsider that is Babenko.

Love for nature is a common thread through Babenko's life. Back in Kyiv, he finds an injured
gray heron and nurses it in his bedroom. He does the same with a nest of newborn squirrels.
The artist marvels at the exotic fauna and flora in the Red Data Book, his favorite USSR nature
encyclopedia documenting rare and endangered animal and plant species. During his migration
to Belgium, Babenko loses his precious copy, but thanks to a Russian musician friend - Nik

Rock N Roll - he manages to get his hands on a second-hand first edition of the book.

About the artist



From an early age, Babenko feels like an outsider. He falls short of the ideal of the sporty,
spartan Soviet boy and prefers to indulge in daydreaming and drawing. It becomes more
and more difficult to reconcile the imposed uniformity and hypocrisy of the Soviet ideal with
his own otherness, sensitivity and interests. He radically withdraws from the Soviet idea and
flees his parental home towards Saint Petersburg. In search of freedom and breathing
space, he feeds on the art and culture he comes across. He becomes a member of a
punkband, for which he writes cynical poems based on the absurd theater of Daniil Harms.
The band MVD will later grow into the renowned Brati Gadukini. At the same time, he
continues to draw and paint and remains inspired by the classical school of Ukrainian and
Russian painters and writers who in turn have their roots in Greek mythology: Ivan

Kotliarevsky Eneida, Taras Shevchenko, Gogol Vii, Bulgakov and Malevich.

After many wanderings in Russia and Ukraine, Babenko emigrates to Belgium, where he
continues to develop his talents. He obtains a diploma as a free, artistic graphic designer,
illustrator and painter and after his studies gets selected from more than 150 candidates to
start working at Opera Ballet Flanders. Under the direction of intendant Aviel Cahn,
Babenko leaves his mark on the visual material of the institution, ranging from banners and
posters to program booklets and seasonal brochures. The artist guides the artistic process
from concept to execution. For each production, he creates one or more drawings or
paintings based on the concept, on which the visual material is based. Several of those
drawings are in the private collection of Aviel Cahn. Another one is the best-selling piece at

a charity gala organized by the opera house.

Driven by the success of his work at Opera Ballet Flanders, Babenko pursues his career as
a full-time independent artist. Armed with his keen powers of observation, his work
denounces the hypocrisy of people and society and pokes fun at the toxic positivity ideal.
He depicts the alienation he experiences when he looks life's absurdity straight in the face.
And always there is the feeling of being the eternal outsider: in his native country he did not
live up to expectations, and also in his host country he remains the outsider. His work
breathes deep humanity. In contrast with today’s desire for manufacturability, perfection,
digitization and artificial intelligence, Babenko pleads for more humanity. Personal
experiences of the artist are elevated to universal feelings through his work. Look for the
subtle elements that harbor the naive conviction of the existence of a better world, of hope
and of a suffering that can be alleviated: a bird of paradise, a blue morpho or the floral
motif on the wallpaper in his grandmother’s house. Similarities with (neo)romanticism are

easily detected in Babenko’s choice of themes and visual language.

Over the years, Babenko experiments with a variety of materials, from watercolor, acrylic
and oil paint over markers, gouache and Chinese ink to stencils and graffiti spray cans. His
work evolves from the somewhat underground style in the early years to increasingly
systematically substantiated and finished creations. During the corona period, he returns to
his roots and invests in his further development by taking a year-long course in classical

Russian drawing and painting techniques.

About the artist



He learns to prepare canvases after the old fashion, with gelatin and pigment. He makes
freehand drawings with graphite and charcoal, with interlocking primitive geometric
figures, according to the golden ratio, in crossed or parallel perspectives. He develops
them with pure pigment and pencil, searching for the light, the shadow and the mid tones.
Tempera and watercolor powder add colour, and a rather unusual combination with glaze
layers in oil paint brings depth. The whole is finished with graffiti spray cans as in his
earlier years and a layer of varnish. The final result refers to the classic icons, in a

contemporary rendition.

With the start of the war in Ukraine, Babenko, a restless soul by nature, again faces a
major psychological challenge. With his entire family in and around Kyiv - and the
impossibility of helping them - the artist is once again in the wrong place in the world. He
starts his largest work to date, a canvas of 6 by 2 meters. The fear for the safety of his
family, the reports of fallen friends and the harrowing stories of former classmates about
their flight with their children drive the artist to despair. He continues to work to give
structure to his life and thus to survive. In the process he finds comfort, and meaning in the
meaningless. It is confirmed once again: painting helps him to escape reality and find
peace and quiet, but also to face that reality razor-sharp. Art offers comfort, but above all it

is a silent, dear friend.

Babenko has shown his work in Flanders Opera and Ballet, The New York Times,
Venice Biennale, Royal Museum of Fine Arts of Belgium, European Commission, S.M.A.K.Gent,
Museum Dr. Guislain, M HKA, ExtraCity, at Pukkelpop, Art Armor Kiev, Auction London, the
Embassy of Ukraine in the Kingdom of Belgium, NATO Kiev, Sperling Gallery Munich,
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung and in various private institutions. In addition to classical
exhibitions, he has been involved in museal crossover projects with live painting, music and
poetry. In that context he collaborated with, among others, Mauro Pawlowski, Dirk De Wachter

and Aleksey Gorbunov.

Hans Willemse, collection editor at the museum of contemporary art Antwerp, describes
Babenko's work as follows: “What is special about his work is the striking synergy of styles and
cultures. He mixes spray cans and oil paint, combines punk with jazz, and creates wild
compositions with classical patterns. He is East and West, past and present, and slightly
ahead of time. One reads Jheronimus Bosch or Brueghel in his work, but above all a lot of
Babenko. It should come as no surprise that he was always ‘the best draftsman in class” at
school.  Unraveling origin, identity and artistic influence by different political-cultural
backgrounds can only lead to new insights, both for the artist and the viewer. Art is the most

important school of learning,; by looking closely one learns to understand ’.

Babenko is listed in the Artist Database, the Belgian list of professional artists and art heritage.

New website http://www.babenkobelgium.com
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https://databank.kunsten.be/audiovisuele-beeldende-kunsten/profielen/kunstenaars/ent:dkb:ppl:1962138/andrej-babenko/
http://www.babenkobelgium.com/
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The story of David and Goliath is one of the best-
known and beloved stories of the Old Testament. The
brave David goes into battle with the almost three-
meter-tall fighter Goliath. David wins the battle by a
well-aimed stone from his sling.

With the allegory, Babenko and Matrtin refer to the war
in Ukraine and the giant that the country is fighting
against. The armor plate comes from a bulletproof
vest worn by a Ukrainian fighter. The certificate of
authenticity gives the impression that the original
stone of David, more than three thousand years old, is
on display. For a moment, the viewer is misled,
concluding eventually that there is nothing new. There
is just history repeating itself.

Babenko, Ukrainian by descent, has committed
himself to the Art Armor project in the hope of keeping
the war in Ukraine in the spotlight. The artworks from
the project will be auctioned. The proceeds will be

used to support Ukraine.
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¥ Andrej Babenko & Kris Martin in the
entrance hall of SM.AK.

Andrej Babenko &
Kris Martin in the

entrance hall of
SMAK

# smak.be

S.M A K. stelt kunstwerk
voor Oekraine tentoon

Het S.M.A.K. zal de volgende
twee weken een werk tentoon-
stellen van de Oekraiense kun-
stenaar Andrej Babenko en Kris
Martin. Het werk kadert in het
Art Armor-project, een artistiek
liefdadigheidsproject dat opge-
zet werd in Oekraine en onder-
steund wordt door president
Volodymyr Zelensky.

Kunstenaars maken hun werk
op originele borstplaten van
soldaten als statement tegen de
oorlog. Na Gent verhuist het
werk naar Londen, waar het ge-
veild wordt. De opbrengt gaat
naar steun voor Oekraine.

Het werk van Babenko en Mar-
tin is een combinatie van een
met graffiti bespoten borstplaat
en een steen, waarbij een echt-
heidscertificaat ligt als zou dat
het 3.000 jaar oude wapen van
David zijn. De kunstenaars ver-
wijzen hiermee naar het verhaal
van David en Goliath, of het klei-
ne Oekraine dat het moet opne-
men tegen de reus Rusland.

“Heel even wordt de toeschou-
wer hiermee misleid, om uitein-
delijk vast te stellen dat er niets
nieuws onder de zon is. Er is al-
leen de geschiedenis die zich
herhaalt”, zo klinkt het. iom







UA22022022/Fata Morgana, oil and spray paint on canvas, 650 x 210 cm, 2022



classicartarchive

Detail from UA22022022/Fata Morgana, oil and spray paint on canvas, 650




UA22022022

Babenko began working on this monumental work of art on 22/02/2022 in
response to the alarming reports of an impending war in Ukraine, and
two days before the start of the actual offensive. The artist's entire family
lives in Ukraine. The fear for his family's safety, the reports of friends
killed in action and the harrowing stories from former classmates about
their flight with children drove the artist to despair at times. Still, he
continued to work to bring structure to his life in order to stay sane. In the

artistic process, he found solace, and meaning in the meaningless.

Although this iconic work was made during the war, positivity and light
prevail. This was a conscious and deliberate choice by the artist: the
painting serves as a kind of antidote to the terrible images that come at

us daily.

The artwork contains numerous references to Ukraine: from Pechersk
Lavra (the Caves Monastery) in Kyiv over the traditional costumes of
women to the vulture falcon, the national bird of Ukraine. These elements
refer not only to the artist's background and loving memories, but also to
the burning wish that Ukraine and Ukrainian culture will eventually

prevail.

Detail from UA22022022/Fata Morgana






The first premonition Detail from UA22022022/Fata Morgana
Inspirational sketch for UA22022022/Fata Morgana






| sob

| feel so sorry for Sergei and his family - | can't calm down nc
Sitting on the balcony, smoking, drinking wine

Even my husband is afraid to approach me

There was hope, since April he had disappeared,

but they hoped that maybe he would show up somewhere

I now remember how he once told me how he envied you and me,
our love

| need to cry

We are alive, thank God, but Gavrilyuk is no more

His wife will never hug him again

Whatsapp message from Babenko’s

Detail from UA22022022/Fata Morgana

schoolfriend reporting on the death of their
common friend Gavrilyuk in the war, 10
February 2023




Donbass drone, oil paint on canvas, 60

x 80 cm, 2024
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x 80 cm, 2024




Free drawing, inspiration for Donbass drone Babenko at Planerskoe, Crimea, 1980



And sunrises here are quiet, oil paint on canvas, 90 x 60 cm, 2019 - 2024 Conscription Bucha, oil paint on canvas, 70 x 70 cm, 2024



Conscription, oil and spray paint on
canvas, 100 x 140 cm, 2024




Babenko’s work at exhibition-The ' World is Bufr_ﬂng, Mol, Beigium, 2022

y Gorbunov in front of



Babenko and Gorbunov, a celebrated Ukrainian
actor and musician, immediately hit it off when
they first met in 2014. Babenko’s silk screened
T-shirts made it on screen in one of the tv series
Gorbunov acted in at the time in Moskow. As a
consequence of the war in Ukraine, Gorbunov
was forced to flee the country and took up

residence in the Netherlands.

This brought the two artists in more frequent
contact, with Gorbunov performing at the
finissage of the exhibition of The World is
Burning, where Babenko’s paintings were on
display. ‘Aleksey Gorbunov’ is Babenko’s
painting resulting from that collaboration. The
two artists have since worked together on
several projects, amongst which a number of
charity events for Ukraine.

Left: Aleksey Gorbunov, oil paint on canvas,
prepared in traditional fashion (gelatinized, base
layer application and polishedtist), 80 x 120 cm,
2023
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Nationalestraat, oil & spray paint on canvas, 60 x 80 cm, 2014



Ghaza gift shop, oil paint and spray paint on canvas, 120 x 80 cm, 2014 -
2024
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Preparatory sketches for Imagine Imagine on display at VCR gallery, Antwerp, 2014






Komsomolskaya, a station on the
Sviatoshynsko-Brovarska line of the Kiev
metro, was one of the stops on Babenko’s
journeys to and from central Kyiv, where he

took a stand against the ruling power as a

teenager and punk. This led to arrests and

physical intimidation by the police on more
than one occasion. In 1993 the name of the
station, which still referred to communism,
was changed to the politically neutral name

Chernihivska.

Metro Komsomolskaja, acrylic paint and
marker on paper, 80 x 60 cm, 2010

In private collection







Shopping street & fashion academy, oil paint, tempera
and spray paint on canvas, 80 x 80 cm, 2014-2022
Privet Collection US
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The Very Same Munchhausen, Sketch for The Very Same Munchhausen, pen on

painting in progress , oil paint on canvas, 60 x 90cm, 2020 paper, 2020
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Top left: Malevich’ black
square,
oil & spray paint on canvas,

120 x 80 cm, 2011

Top right: Rainforest dream,
oil & spray paint on canvas,

120 x 80 cm, 2011

Bottom left: Holiday, oil and
spray paint on canvas, 120
x 80 cm, 2011

In private collection of Tom

Van Dijk, Belgian actor

Bottom right: Boats, oil and
spray paint on canvas, 120
x 80 cm, 2011

In private collection



Study and documentation for Antwerp South

Antwerp South, oil & spray paint on canvas, 120 x 80 cm, 2018, in progress



Paradise, acrylic & oil on canvas, 120 x 80 cm, 2009

In private collection



The soldier’s dear wife, acrylic, oil & spray paint on canvas,

120 x 100 cm, 2009 - 2024




City haze, oil and spray paint on canvas, 90 x 30 cm, 2014 Oh, that sweetness, oil and spray paint on canvas, 80 x120 cm,
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Eilandje, oil and spray paint on canvas, 100 x 80 cm, 2011 Banksy Dream, silk screen and paint on canvas, 40 x 50 cm,









Studies, oil paint on paper, 70 x 90 cm, 2004

Royal Academy for Fine Arts, Antwerp
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Sl_<y-line, acyrlic paint and marker on paper, 80 X 60 cm, ZbOZf'
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And I'm in heaven!

My darling, in heaven!

(Perfect for you) oil and spray paint
on cardboard, framed,

70 x 100 cm, 2020 — 2024

Winner of Teraverna LA 6t

Figurative Honorable Mention

Award










Studies for Make borscht, not war (previous page)






In private collection
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Make borscht not war on
display at Spuitwater, an
exhibition at M HKA Inbox,
Antwerp, 2021

Photo © Christine Clinckx




Cherson, 70 x 70 cm,
oil & spray paint on canvas, 2023
Flooded dam and houses

Naked as unprotected




Sketches, pen and pencil on paper, aquarel on paper, Sardinia, 2022
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Geraniums, aquarel on paper, 28 x 21 cm, 2022. Sold at fundraiser for Ukraine, 2023
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Eine der ,Posteards for Ukraine" der Galerie
Sperling, gestaltet von Andrej Babenko, 2022
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sie bei der Galerie Sperling in Miinchen - gegen eine Spende fiir Hilfsprojekte in
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MERKEN o - :

Als Russland vor zwei Jahren seinen Angriffskrieg auf die

Ukraine begann, zeigte sich schnell, wie dringend die Gesponserte Finanz-Inhalte =
Notleidenden i P Land U &

1in dem (ber ung | e
Wilt u uw risico

verminderen? Ontdek onze

Jetzt filir nur 0,99 € testen >

5+ Uber250.000 Abonnenten nutzen bereits FAZ+ Jetzt fiir nur 0,99 € testen >

brauchen. Damals startete der Minchner Galerist Johannes
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2 Postcards for Ukraine
o1 Andrej Babenko, 2022
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https://www.instagram.com/postcardsforukraine/
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High Diving Great Barrier Reef Coral Everybody knows the war is over

oil and spray paint on canvas, Everybody knows the good guys lie
210 x 210 cm, 2021 oil paint & spray paint on canvas, 60 x 60 cm,
2020 - 2024



Exhbition The World is Burning, Mol, Belgium, 2022







Fauna and Flora &



Study, aquarel on paper, 51 x 36 cm, 2005 Studies for Tour Elentrik Tervuren, 100 x 80 cm, aquarel on paper, 2021



Study, stone print, ink on paper, Study, pen on paper, 53 x 36 cm, 2003 Antwerp Zoo,
framed, 70 x 90 cm, 2003 Flamingos: ‘Some stand on two legs and some on one’

Royal Academy for Fine Arts Antwerp Royal Academy for Fine Arts Antwerp




Study, aquarel on paper, 51 x 36 cm, 2005 Study, pen on paper, 41.5 x 29.5 cm, 2004



Study, aquarium, aquarel on paper, 51 x 36 cm, 2004



Studies, pen on paper, 53 x 36 cm, 2003, Antwerp Zoo,
‘Apen in A’pen’

Sint Lucas Antwerp



What is the story of the aras?

| love birds, all birds. But aras are my favourite. You just got to love them
for their bright colours, especially when you come from the cold, snowy,
white Kyiv.

But why then all those shades of grey?

Well, that is because they emigrated, to Belgium. | suppose it is their

camouflage, their way of trying to fit in.

Top left: Ara, oil and spray paint on canvas, 50 x 60 cm, 2015

In private collection

Bottom left: No one can touch the ara (Part 2), oil and spray paint on canvas,
40 x 50 cm, 2015

Right: No one can touch the ara, oil and spray paint on canvas, 80 x 120cm, 2015
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K. Honselaar & V. Butusov, Amsterdam, 2017

llse Liepa, Brussel, 2017

Sergey Shnurov, Dusseldorf, 2018 Yuri Shevchuk, Antwerp, 2016
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Aleksey Gorbunov, spray paint on canvas, 70 x 100 cm, 2024 - Mauro Pawlowski, spray paint on canvas, 70 x 100 cm, 2024












John Coltrane, oil and spray paint on canvas, 80 x 120 cm, 2015

In private collection




Miles Davis, oil &

spray paint on

canvas, 120 x 80
cm, 2014-2021.
In private

collection.






Sergei Yankovski & llse Liepa, Brussels, 2017

"Jump to Freedom" - a story of the life of the great

ballet star leading soloists of Moscow Bolshoi Theatre







Babenko created these works in a turbulent
period. In 2013, his father died by suicide. Not
long after, in 2014, the Maidan Revolution took
place in Ukraine. Already then, the artist had a
foreboding that this could lead to a major war.
While it turned out not to be the case immediately,
the fear and foreboding found their way in his
paintings. Besides death and the threat of
potential war, there was also life: Babenko’s
daughter and son were born in 2014 and 2015,
respectively. Two joyful and intense events which
at the same time exposed him to the feelings of
crushing responsibility and vulnerability of a

parent.

The works are monumental. They reflect daily
life, contain socially critical elements and show
the artist’s inner demons. They are a whirlwind
of personas, colour, drama and melancholy.
Babenko combines layers of oil paint in an
explosive, organic manner with the speed of

graffiti techniques.

An interesting fact is the change in
perception that has taken place over time
among some viewers, in  particular
Ukrainian acquaintances and friends of the
artist: while the paintings were sometimes
considered gloomy, explicit and somewhat
frightening when they were just created,
today, many Ukrainians see them as the
perfect representation of the world they live
in as well as of their inner world. In contrast,
Babenko’s most recent work, UA22022022,
which was made in full wartime, despite its
obscure  subject matter, deliberately
contains a lot of light and hope, as a
representation of what the future may

hopefully look like.



Belgian night, oil and spray paint on canvas,

250 x 200 cm, 2014

Life goes on, hold on to hope and love

Confusion, craziness and interweaving of
event moments. Through the extremes of
personality formation, we go a long and painful
path that converges at one bright point when a

child appears.

Cym06yp, cymacliecTBue 1 nepensneTeHne

COObITUNHBLIX MOMEHTOB.

Yepes KpanHOCTW hOPMUPOBAHUA JTMHHOCTH
Mbl MPOXOAMM OOMMA N 6ONE3HEHHbIN NyTb,
KOTOPbIA CXOAUTCA B OOHOW CBET/ION TOYKe

npv noABAeHnn pebeHka.




Slide, oil and spray paint on canvas, 200 x 160 cm, 2015

This work is part of a series of large, expressive and colourful paintings.
Babenko created these works in a turbulent period. In 2013, his father
died by suicide. Not long after, in 2014, the Maidan Revolution took place
in Ukraine. Already then, the artist had a foreboding that this could lead to
a major war. While it turned out not to be the case immediately, the fear
and foreboding found their way in his paintings. Besides death and the
threat of potential war, there was also life: Babenko’s daughter and son
were born in 2014 and 2015, respectively. Two joyful and intense events
which at the same time exposed him to the feelings of crushing

responsibility and vulnerability of a parent.

The works are monumental. They reflect daily life, contain socially critical
elements and show the artist’s inner demons. They are a whirlwind of
personas, colour, drama and melancholy. Babenko combines layers of oil

paint in an explosive, organic manner with the speed of graffiti techniques.

An interesting fact is the change in perception that has taken place over
time among some viewers, in particular Ukrainian acquaintances and
friends of the artist: while the paintings were sometimes considered
gloomy, explicit and somewhat too frightening when they were just
created, today, many Ukrainians see them as the perfect representation of
the world they live in as well as of their inner world. In contrast, Babenko'’s
most recent work, UA22022022, which was made in full wartime, despite
its obscure subject matter, deliberately contains a lot of light and hope, as

a representation of what the future may hopefully look like.




“The special
thing about his
work Is the
Striking synergy
of styles and
cultures. He
mixes spray

paint anda oil
paint, combines
punk with jazz, |
and creates wild |,
compositions  §
with classical
patterns’.




Two Andrejs, oil & spray paint on canvas,

250 x 200 cm, 2014

Maidan Ukraine Orage Revolution, how you stay
strong, in centrum 2 psychiatric doctors from a
second world war, 2 grandmothers with a
Kalashnikov om the Maidan Market changing cash,
kisd on blood carpet,,5 fishes from Andej his exotic
Aguarium asking hoe you are , American city to far
away , Candide from the Flemish Opera on the
wall, Andrej in his youth and Andrej now adult. This
year 2014 Andrej and his wife visit a Ukraine for the
last time... The war began already in Donetsk,
Donbass ... We see also that painter whants to
show us, the men in orange have guns pointed at
their heads and are supposedly ready to shoot. But
unlike the terrorists in the propaganda video, the

soldiers take off their masks and lower their guns.

Then the priest in white Islamic attire addresses the
"prisoners": "This is not our policy. We are not evil.
The same situation we see 2022 2024 Full Scale
War in Ukraine. Ukraine Hero’s is hard to trying do
not do unhuman crimes to Russian anamis and

victoms in captivity - from the convertations with

the locals in Ukraine.




100 years of solitude, oil and spray paint on canvas,
245 x 200 cm, 2014

Left Up is a suggestion of the Face of Putin’s Grin —
a half dead but half live, Left quetzal, an upside
down hanging body , mama is crying with a Tanya
doll in her arms, her son from the war seems to
console his mother, but his mother sheds tears
Trump his Face in center , Soldiers a simbol of a
testosterone and Lust for... from right above , the
hand of the law sheds blood

Left is a Happy family coming back from a Aldi Ad
saying je the war is bad, but what we is going to eat
tonight, manneke pis Brussels where is the girl ...
Sergei Shnurov or Andrej plaing guitar trying be
funny and happy anyway... Blood on Roses, blood
on painter his fingers... The upside down prist is

smoking ...




Action, oil and spray paint on canvas, 220 x 200 cm, 2015

We see solders on this painting, One Big One right with
an plastic gun, and 3 smaller fighters under.

The Flamingo and the few roses is reflecting the warm
things fleeing people try to take with them you see it on
the crossing border from Ukraine to Europe.

The Sun light is Up The Black Sea is down....

Painter Andrej himself in the painting above is acting us
crazy artist Mozart something what Robert Del Naja says
to Andrej Babenko few years later... When Rob Greats a
portrait of himself 2018 Brussels with a small suggestion
too Van Gogh through the putting an ear in it. There is
something with the ear very contractional multiple
meanings suggestions and possible views. Andrej and
Rob spoke to each other back stage after a concert of
Massive Attack XXI Brussels, 45 min long, about peace,

art, music Gaza, Kiev, Ukraine ...



If I could Be a President,
oil and spray paint on canvas,
120 x 120 cm, 2016

Up Left painters brother from
Kiev acting us a Napoléon on
his unicorn hors, Up Right is a
Trump acting us a Napoléon on
his hors, Down left Vladimir
Putin in front of him ‘barge
haulers on the Volga’,
Hironimus Bosch monic
personage with a gun, Down
right Hillary Clinton, Aboriginals
didgeridoo, elements of Dali

paintings.



Pilgrim - from Boyarka to
Brussels, oil and spray paint
on canvas,125 x 140 cm,
2016

The Artist's Wife's
Hallucination, oil and spray
paint on canvas, 120 x 120
cm, 2016

Action, oil and spray paint
on canvas, 220 x 200 cm,
2015

If | could Be a President, ail
and spray paint on canvas,
120 x 120 cm, 2016




Exhibition at Campo & Campo, Antwerp, 2020
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Left: sketch, pencil on paper, A3, 2001, Kunsthumaniora, Antwerp

Right: sketch, pen on paper, 20 x 20 cm, 2003, Royal Academy of
Fine Arts Antwerp
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Mask, sketches on paper, ethnographic

museum, pencil on paper, A3, 2004

Sint Lucas Antwerp
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Kozachok, Gopak

Free sketches, pencil, acrylic paint and aquarel on cardboard, 70 x 100 cm, 2020



Paint your dream, free sketch, marker on mika & on paper, A3, 2021 . e



This is how many of my former comrades came to kill my mother, Aleksandr Kabanov, Light box invention, free sketch, marker on paper, A3,
free sketch, marker on paper, A3, 2020 2020
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Left: Study, Chinese ink, marker
and chalk on tracing paper,

30 x 40 cm, 2014

Final painting in private

collection

Right: Brotherly love - will, oil

pencil on paper,
297 x 420 mm, 2001




Left: Pionirs today, marker on
paper & silkscreen on paper,
| A3, 2014
i Right: Pictures of Babenko,

o Boyarka, 1991
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Live model drawing, charcoal on paper, A3, 2000
(retouched in 2023)

Angel of death, pirate boat sketch on top of model

drawing, marker on paper, A3, 2018



Various drawings and live model pencil on paper, A4, A3, 2000, 2020
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Study, graphite powder on paper, 25 x 30 cm, 2021 Study, graphite powder on paper, 420 x 297

mm, framed, 2021
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Left: Babenko in Crete, 2022 Right: Drawing, marker, acrylic paint, graphite powder and
Middle: Babenko in Crimea (1980) and Kyiv (1988) tempera on paper, 59 x 42 cm, 2002, 2022 — in progress



Left: Angel of Death, charcoal, tempera and oil paint on
canvas, 60 x 60 cm, in progress

Middle and right: inspiration and study for Angel of Death



Left: Angel

charcoal, tempera and oil paint on canvas, 60 x 60 cm, in progress

Middle and right: inspiration and study for Angel of Death



Left: Angel
charcoal, tempera and oil paint on canvas, 60 x 60 cm, in progress

Middle and right: inspiration and study for Angel of Death



Left: Angel
charcoal, tempera and oil paint on canvas, 60 x 60 cm, in progress

Middle and right: inspiration and study for Angel of Death



Left: Universal bench, graphite powder & tempera, 26 x 41 cm, in progress

Right: inspiration for Universal Bench, Babenko at Desna river, 1988



IKievPunkRockFestival
abenko’s Punk Banq 'MVD’

9

'Braty Gadukini’ Babenko singer, song wrighter, guitaris'i,

L3
music - wrighter, painter,'\draphic designer, illustrator,

show maker. ¥ 3
\ "' D s
oncerts & Expos Kiev Obolon} music in the style of KIN e, B P
- . : 5

ith Nik Rok N Roll & Svin AU 'sﬁ%ndrey Panov, Laertski’ a
band..  Kharkiv, Bachmut, " Belgorod, Feodosi o o
04 '

gertski Band .



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=85cxRggG0K8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=85cxRggG0K8
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CONCEPT
CURATED BY
EDITED BY

AUTHORS
Giorgio Battistelli

GULOPHON OPERA DUT OF THE BOX

Aviel Cahn
Bruno Devos
Chris Van Camp

ARTISTS

Andrej Babenko
Maurizio Cattelan
Carl De Keyzer
Pierpaolo Ferrari
Veerle Frissen
Hans Op de Beeck
Ward Swart

Koen van den Broek
Kati Heck, courtesy of

Tim Van Laere gallery

and Sadie Coles HQ Londor
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Ehe New Hork Times The opera ends when the Philistines celebrate their victory in the
pagan temple of Dagon by mocking Samson, now blinded and
shorn of the hair that gave him his strength. He calls on God one

ABROAD

last time to help him topple the pillars that bring the temple down
In BCLQ; am, SamSOI] GetS a on his enemies and himself.
Makeover

th Grethisartice A [] Cdzo

boy throwing stones,

May 6, 2009



and end all of art. tion, Mr. Nitzan said that myths American musicologist, has writ-

hip of the two was and biblical stories provided a ten in the context of Soviet com-

i topic of the round useful lens through which to see posers like Pr,'okoflev and Shosta-
t collapsed. Mr. today’s proble_!ms more clqarly‘. kovich, th(_ere san unfortunate
that effective politi- ~ Who could gainsay el_ther idea? tendency in certain quarters of
ids strong convic- As Richard Taruskin, the the music world to try to divorce

The opera’s directors, Omri
Nitzan, far left, an Israeli, and
Amir Nizar Zuabn, a Palestin-
ian; above, an ad shows a Pal-
estinian boy throwing stones.

Which partly explains how ofa
spring evening, a panel discus-
sion apropos of a 19th-century
French opera devolved into a
shouting match about life-and-
death matters, with warnings
from that irate businessman, who
identified himself as a Jewish en-
trepreneur with family going
back generations in Antwerp.
When the round table ended, he
made a beeline for Mr. Cahn, at
the moment arguing gamely with
me on behalf of the opera. I tried
vainly to evaporate. Red faced,
spewing insults and standing
nose to nose with the Flanders
Opera’s general director, the
businessman predicted the pro-
duction would stir up anti-Semi-
tism, which festers just below the
surface here, he said, to which
the flustered impresario blurted
out that if the situation for Jews
were really so precarious here.
they should leave.

Oy.

He would have done better‘ta
thank the man for beheving that
opera matters so much.

And for not punchimhis Bdhﬁ-s :
out.




For each opera production, Babenko drew or painted an
illustration capturing the mood of the opera and serving
as a basis for the visuals: posters, banners and program
booklets. Three of Babenko’s illustrations got auctioned at
the annual benefit, Jevgeni Onegin being the best-selling
item of the event. A fourth one is in the private collection

of Aviel Cahn, director of Flanders Opera (currently

Top left: Wosgamy

Middle: Madame Butterfly
Top right: Jevgeni Onegin
Bottom left: Candide
Bottom right: Rage of Life






lllustration for Candide, marker, tape, acryl paint and spray paint on paper, 80 x 60 cm, 2009 Program booklets Flanders Opera, 2009 - 2010



Drawing for Die Schoépfung Drawing, pen on

tracing paper, A4, Flanders Opera, 2009
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Babenko make this
handmade, leather bound
booklet during his time at
the University of the West
of England, Bristol, 2008

Galery VCR in Antwerp commissioned this boulder

with Babenko for a charity project

Marker and spray paint on boulder, 2013
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Line-up for Babenko, De Wachter, Pawlowski, a crossover project at Extra City, Antwerp, 2018

Previous page: Babenko, De Wachter, Pawlowski at Pukkelpop, 2018
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PARTNERS

Andrej Babenko

www. babenkabelgium be

Dere Beigsehe kunstenans van Oekimiense
afkomst graside op in een gemeenschan

din nog het beet te omachriven vait

a3 BN Communistische cammune met
Sovietpropagandabeeiden slom. Op zin
] i i dirurens virn 20 cudikik
huis i O ht e mabakt hi an
undengroundpunisandeling in 5
ahwemar hij het 1o bont ma
w0n veilpe haven in Belg vi
scheifs b zich met bt cog op jobzekerheld,
voor een studie als grafisch vormgaver in an na
£in atstuderan mag hij sich volop uitlevan mat
sprankmalsnde ‘pusic atfiches voor de Viaamse
Opesa.

Ma vaor duat mligeroende ambitieuss
independent punk artist kruipt het bioed waar

het niat gaan knn en hi stort zich met gave en
Good — komende van de street an Sorance
ar1 - 6p e schiderunat. Dasebj aceoptoen hj
echter riet bindelings de heersende gawaonten
a0 cpattingon van e kunstecene. Insegendiel,
o hodencaages kunst verdiest 1ok wol een
raka kap! En dia doet hi ult, met de performance
Consemporary Art Sucks, naar hat geiknamige
BeAdirscams wae dorh waesdan o
peciteerd on waarmee b op da letierfjke e
Figuurije kunstbanicaden gaat staan. OF wil hi
[t eamemeitee: Te L b el T

Tijn grote clieverischilderjen peesenteren zich
©p het serste sicht als sen bacthanaal van finon,
viaklen, vormen en kieuren met oen theatrale
wervelwind van herkenbare afbeeidingen en

i

1, Kol san mix viin nge
o uitmend! in een Apocalyp. Schikdontil
expressio, los-wit-de-pols-geschiderde-ditke:
oliever-varfstreien in frisse bonte tat onzichtige
(fhokiauren, wovrpeguven in on Uassiske
figuratiovs besidtast, aigewisseld mot stukken
sjabloon, Stel ja dosken voor avenval beweging.
Intidtial doch doardecil, Met duidolos grits an
J s het fartasioland op sper
Is et gon hallucinerende trip op spacecake?

" an

GRAFFITI
WORKSHOP

Andrej Babenka

oL

SPECTRUM

Februar 2019

SMAK




AHppin BbabeHKo
Andrej Babenko

Bproccens, Benbria

Brussels, Belgium

Conscription | Moeictka, 2024

NATO in Ukraine
June 14 - Q@

#artwar

https://fb.watch/sV32-5i63-/

L2 2 4

#artwar =

Andrej Babenko

www.babenkobelgium.com



https://fb.watch/sV32-5j63-/
Andrej%20Babenko
http://www.babenkobelgium.com/

EXHIBITION

ATRIUM

MADOU TOWER

EUROPEAN COMMISSION, BRUSSELS

Babenko Belgium

Between Dream & Reality

04.11-09.12.2015
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mar  Carolus  Paepen
1) mocht dan wel in

1
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het

I waar hij

fit - is hij in
raakt”, stelt

“Zijn werk lag
goed in de mu
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Hij verdient h

Uekraiense kunstenaar Oude Alma
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nog acht andere kunstenaars verzameld zegt Karel B
wier werken verwijzen naar oorlogen en
conflicten. Een van hen is Andre) Ba-

land met vre
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de gemeent
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kindertiid in

benko, een Oekrainer die al sinds 1999 tijdje leey en
i in Belgi€ woont en werkt, Hij stelt in lie Troukens
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Catalogue The World is Burning, 2022










The artist at work



https://www.instagram.com/p/CqIfELIDTF6/
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= Aleksey Gorbunov visiting Babenko’s studio







SCHILDER
ANDRE] BABENKO,
THUIS IN TERVUREN
“Toen ik punk ontdekte,
was het om zeep’

10-19

was ik uitschot,
hier ben ik een
modelburg,er’

HN“'M ﬂmmww&dﬂem
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MD""*"HN:L& musesmnacht.
Meet Ancine, Biatenihn (45] g

oL

. . 4
| P LR e e

Interview Babenko, De Morgen, 5 December 2019
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Marleen

Daniéls
Photography

Portraits

Painters in the
Studio

Designers

Fashion

Travel

China

The Sea, the Sea
Reportage

Contaet

o _
-

v maTiRendankEs. com)paintor

Dag Andrej,

het leven gaat zijn gang, hopelijk gaat alles goed in dat
van u?

OK om die twee gesprekken te voeren. Ik zeg dit na
enige aarzeling zoals je wel gevoeld hebt. Uw werk
schrikt me namelijk wat af, het chaotische ervan
overweldigt mij danig. Ik heb zelf heel veel last van
chaotisme, na al die jaren kan ik dat enigszins
bedwingen met mijn dagelijkse arbeid, hier in mijn
ateliers.

Ik heb uw portfolio bekeken, uw statement en intenties
gelezen. Ondertussen ben ik benieuwd naar wat we
elkaar te zeggen zullen hebben.

Beste groeten,
Anne-Mie



een kleine reconstructie

Provisional cover for Babenko’s biography, written by Hans Willemse, to be published
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Left: residence permit Babenko, 1999; Middle: girlfriend visiting hometown Kiev - paintings from early years on the wall; Right: birthday party, 1996



Family gatherings; colourful mail



| am a
contemporary
artist,
manoeuvring
on the edge of
desires to be
together in
search of
freedom



